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Established in 1977, the GOG Awards were 
made to highlight the continued excellence, 
innovation, and importance of the public 
art galleries, art museums, art centres,  
and art organizations in Ontario. Now in  
it’s 44th edition, the GOG Awards is the 
most credited awards program of any arts 
service organization, and is one of our  
most important and signature events. 

This year GOG received 35 nominations 
from 21 art galleries across 15 cities 
throughout the province. GOG members 
are eligible to submit nominations for  
the GOG Awards. These nominations are 
assessed by a jury of their peers with no 
organizations or individual nominations  
in competition for the 2021 GOG Awards. 

The GOG Awards acknowledges both 
institutions and individuals and recognizes 
artistic merit, excellence, and outstanding 
achievement in ten categories. However, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and a 
virtual ceremony, we will be acknowledging 
excellence and innovation in Exhibitions, 
Public Programs, and Lifetime Achievement.

In 2021, the GOG Awards continue to be 
instrumental in educating the public about 
the importance of Ontario’s public art 
galleries as essential cultural resources  
and institutions.

Virtual Awards  
Ceremony

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM (EST) 
November 29, 2021

About the GOG Awards 

Public art galleries and art museums are an integral part of Canada’s 
visual arts sector and hold a key role in Canada’s economy; every 
year 99% of Canadians participate in arts, culture, and heritage in 
some way. Now more than ever, our cultural sector needs to be 
celebrated and honoured.
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Annually, the GOG Awards recognize the 
excellence and innovation of the Visual Arts 
sector in Ontario. The awards ceremony is 
an occasion to celebrate Canadian artists, 
working with brilliant arts professionals and 
visionary galleries across our province.

In 2020 and 2021, Ontario’s regional cultural 
organizations continued their work, even in 
the darkest days of the pandemic. Despite 
the many uncertainties, our member 
galleries prevailed by embracing new ways 
of disseminating their work to the public 
and remained connected and relevant to 
their communities and beyond. As an artist, 
working alone in my studio throughout 
waves of frighteningly negative messaging, 
like the many galleries with which I collab- 
orate, it seems to me that our visions and 
missions were never more important!

Last year GOG also had an identity shift 
that represents our desire to amplify the 
strength and clarity of our association’s 
brand to better reflect our aspiration for  
a more connected sector, provincially and 
nationally, and to highlight the importance 
of investment in digital resources for our 
collective future.

In this 44th edition of the Awards, we not 
only recognize the professional excellence 
of our industry, but celebrate the resilience 
of our entire sector. We are grateful for  
the thoughtful and critical evaluation by  
the Awards Jurors, Nadia Kurd, Vince 
Rozario, and Clayton Windatt — all highly 

respected peers in our field. The  
jurors reviewed 35 nominations from  
21 member organizations, coming from  
15 municipalities in Ontario: Barrie, 
Burlington, Hamilton, Kingston, Kitchener, 
Kleinburg, London, Markham, Mississauga, 
Oakville, Oshawa, Ottawa, Owen Sound, 
Thunder Bay, Toronto, Windsor, and 
Woodstock.

The jurors awarded four Exhibition of the 
Year awards (for budgets over $50,000, 
over $20,000, under $20,000, and under 
$10,000), a Public Program Award, and a 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

On behalf of the Galeries Ontario Galleries, 
we congratulate the 2021 Award recipients. 
We thank all members for their submissions, 
as well as the many individuals whose work 
has supported the nominated and award-
winning projects and initiatives celebrated 
tonight. Thank you to the visionary Zainub 
Verjee and her phenomenal staff at GOG  
for their unwavering commitment to this 
signature annual program, and for the 
incredible work they accomplish for, and  
on behalf of the visual arts sector.

 

Christian Bernard Singer

President, Board of Directors 
Galeries Ontario / Ontario Galleries

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of the  
Galeries Ontario Galleries, it is my pleasure to welcome you  
to the 44th GOG Awards.

Letter from the GOG President
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Since 1977, the Ontario Association of Art 
Galleries Awards has recognized excellence 
and celebrates the significance of Ontario’s 
public art galleries.

This year our event is once again virtual 
and smaller due to the pandemic. We 
nevertheless are committed to elevating 
and adding value to the Awards. We 
recognize they are one of the sector’s 
greatest assets and highly coveted by  
the membership. Awards reflect the merit 
and the shifts in the sector to which we 
respond and in the coming years we will 
continue to grow the Awards accordingly. 

GOG has taken the lead to ensure that the 
right conversations are held, stakeholders 
are engaged, and collectively a new path 
forward is forged. As a strong voice for 
advocating the public Art galleries to 
policymakers and other stakeholders,  
GOG has steadfastly been at the forefront 
on issues that confront the sector at 
various fora. We look forward to working 
with the Hon. Minister Pablo Rodriguez 
towards a new Museum policy. 

With an explicit desire to enrich the lives  
of Ontarians and Canadians through art,  
we share an unbounded optimism in our 
service to Ontario’s public art galleries’ 
impact and relevance to the people of 
Ontario and Canada.

I am confident that members, donors, 
patrons, funders, and future leaders will 
continue to support our association 
towards recovery and a sustainable future.  
I invite you all to make a donation. Let’s 
make the next 50 years count!

I congratulate all the winners and thank  
the jury members, board, supporters, staff, 
and volunteers in making this 44th edition 
of GOG Awards successful.

Sincerely,

Zainub Verjee

Message from the GOG Executive Director

Dear Friends, I am delighted to extend a warm welcome  
to you for the 44th annual GOG Awards. 
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In 2020, the Ontario Association of Art 
Galleries (OAAG) announced its rebrand as 
Galeries Ontario / Ontario Galleries (GOG). 
The new identity, logo, and website reflect 
the modernization and adaptability of the 
organization. Although the appearance 
changed, GOG continues to provide 
advocacy, professional development, and 
networking services to the membership. 

Galeries Ontario / Ontario Galleries (GOG) 
was founded in 1968 as a means to offer a 
collective voice for public art galleries in 
Ontario. The 11 founding members wanted 
to encourage a closer cooperation and 
understanding between funders and art 
galleries in order to assist the development 
of the visual arts sector in the province. 
Apart from serving as an advisory body  
in matters of professional interest, one  
of GOG’s key objectives was to promote 
high standards of excellence and uniform 
methods in the care and presentation  
of works of art. GOG incorporated as a 
non-profit organization in 1970 when the 
Secretariat office opened in Toronto.

GOG fosters a sustainable, healthy,  
diverse, public art gallery sector to further 
the visual arts as a key component of  
the cultural life of the province. We  
serve communities in every region and  
our membership is diverse. From rural 
institutions in North Bay, to large 
institutions in Toronto, we serve Ontario 
public art galleries through our three  
pillars of service: advocacy, professional 
development, and network-building.  
GOG runs numerous professional 
development workshops throughout  
the year and in the past has developed  
art symposiums, mentorship programs  
and is one of the founders of the Provincial 
Arts Service Organization, a bilingual 
coalition to promote and advocate arts  
and culture in Ontario.

About GOG
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GOG directs donations to our charitable 
services and programs, which include 
advocacy, network building, professional 
development workshops and symposia, 
and opportunities to recognize excellence 
in the sector.

Supporters of GOG are directly supporting 
the growth and success of Ontario art 
galleries and the professionals who are 
essential to operation.

Supporting GOG

Donations  
If you would like  
to support GOG,  
please donate at 
www.canadahelps.org/
en/charities/ontario-
association-of-art-
galleries/

“Investing in GOG is 
investing in Ontario’s 
art galleries. GOG 
fosters a sustainable, 
healthy, diverse public 
art gallery sector to 
further the visual arts  
as a key component  
of the cultural life  
of the province.”
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City Dance Corps 
Three dance passes,  
a 7-week Absolute Beginner’s  
In-Studio Course,  
card for ten In-Studio  
Drop-In Classes,  
a 7-Day In-Studio Unlimited  
Youth Trial Pass 
Value: $430

Damiani Jewellers 
Galatea Necklace 
Value: $490

Meg Shop 
Gift card and personal  
styling session 
Value: $500

Santini Gallery 
Gift card 
Value: $400

Shan 
Gift card 
Value: $400

Silent Auction Sponsors

GOG thanks this year’s Silent Auction sponsors  
that contributed items.

Art Metropole 
Two artist’s books and two posters 
Value: $135

Black Prince Winery 
Tasting experience with pizza lunch  
or supper, including a bottle of wine 
Value: $75

Boulderz Climbing Centre 
Two family climbing passes with rentals 
Value: $256

Forno Cultura 
Gift card 
Value: $100

Grape Escape Wine Tours 
Two bicycle rentals 
Value: $70

The Keg Steakhouse and Bar 
Gift card 
Value: $25

Keurig  
Two Keurig coffee machines  
and KCups pods 
Value: $307.90

Kupfert & Kim 
Two gift cards 
Value: $40
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Larry’s Folly 
One bottle of cider and a bag  
of coffee 
Value: $55

Loom Studio 
Weaving class 
Value: $165

Mama Earth Organics 
Gift card for three customizable  
baskets  
Value: $126

McEwan Floral 
Gift basket and a gift certificate 
Value: $100

McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
Two adult day passes to the collection 
Value: $36

Open Studio 
Grab bag including: A tote bag,  
a pin, a Printopolis book, and  
a Ness Lee shirt 
Value: $104.41

Pearl Morissette 
1.5L of wine (2019 Va-et-Vient  
in magnum format) in an engraved  
wooden box 
Value: $100

Peel Art Gallery Museum  
+ Archives Store 
Two books: George Paginton:  
Painting a Nation and Acres of Glass 
Value: $67.80

Pinot’s Palette 
Two vouchers for paint night 
Value: $90.40

Pusateri’s 
Gift card 
Value: $100

Queen Mother Cafe 
Gift card 
Value: $50

Ripley’s Aquarium 
Four Express Anytime tickets 
Value: $175

The Robert McLaughlin  
Gallery Shop 
Bill Reid Tie, Culture Shock Earrings, 
Creative Bubbles Mask,  
Painters 11 Card Set 
Value: $113.50

Stratford Festival 
Voucher for 3-month subscription  
to Stratfest@Home streaming  
platform 
Value: $30

Textile Museum of Canada 
Exhibition Catalogue:  
Printed Textiles from Kinngait Studios 
Value: $49.95

Treetop Trekking Hamilton 
Four person pass for  
3-hour aerial and zipline trek 
Value: $289.28

Toronto Zoo  
Two General Admission Guest Passes  
Value: $58.00

Silent Auction - Start your  
bidding today; bidding closes 
December 7th at 5:00PM ET
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Keith Cole, emcee of the 2021 GOG Awards
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The Awards
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2021 GOG Awards

This year, the program catalogue 
presents the Winners and the 
Shortlisted nominees for each award. 
All Winners were announced live  
during the Awards ceremony on 
November 29, 2021. The Winners  
are listed first in each category,  
then followed by the Shortlisted 
nominees. The Winners will receive  
a limited edition print of the program 
book, while all Shortlisted and  
Award ceremony attendees receive  
a digital copy.
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AWARDS CATEGORIES

Exhibition Awards

Recognizing exceptional and original 
curatorial and artistic achievement, 
supported by technical excellence in 
exhibition design and installation. This 
includes exhibitions presented online.

Public Program Award

Recognizing other remarkable and 
innovative curatorial programs 
originated and developed by staff  
or contract employees or teams  
for a public audience. This Award 
specifically acknowledges the 
development of the public program  
as it embraces a curatorial model,  
that is, a model based on curatorial 
research and development producing 
new artistic opportunities for critical 
exchange between gallery, artist,  
and community. The nominated event, 
performance, screening, lecture or 
other form of public engagement  
does not need to be directly associated 
with an exhibition, but illustrates 
excellence in audience and artistic 
achievement. The program/project  
can take place online, outside of  
the gallery or be part of an ongoing 
series.

Lifetime Achievement Award

The Lifetime Achievement is an award 
of artistic merit and professional 
service to the field and is presented  
to the nominated individual. It 
celebrates significant moments of 
extraordinary annual artistic activity  
or career achievement. This is a 
certificate Award distinguishing  
an individual living Designated 
Representative, or Colleague  
member of GOG who has provided  
a sustained and extraordinary 
professional contribution to the 
Ontario public art gallery community 
over at least 25 years of active  
service. 
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Agnes Etherington Art Centre

Art Gallery of Burlington

Art Gallery of Hamilton

Art Gallery of Windsor

Art Gallery York University

Art Museum University of Toronto

Blackwood Gallery

Carleton University Art Gallery

Doris McCarthy Gallery

Gallery TPW

Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery

MacLaren Art Centre

McIntosh Gallery

McMichael Canadian Art Collection

Oakville Galleries

Onsite Gallery

Ottawa Art Gallery

Robert McLaughlin Gallery

Sur Gallery

Thunder Bay Art Gallery

Tom Thomson Art Gallery

Varley Art Gallery of Markham

Woodstock Art Gallery

2021 GOG AWARDS NOMINATED GALLERIES
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EXHIBITION OF THE YEAR  
BUDGET OVER $50,000 

W I N N E R
Burning Glass,  
Reading Stone
Curators
Alison Cooley, Michael DiRisio, Fraser 
McCallum, Saša Rajšić, Christine Shaw, 
Laura Tibi
Exhibition Coordinator 
Saša Rajšić
Gallery Installation Team 
Saša Rajšić
Artists 
Jumana Emil Abboud, Rouzbeh Akhbari, 
American Artist, Yto Barrada, Scott 
Benesiinaabandan, Black Quantum 
Futurism, Sasha Davai (Alexandra 
Lapina), Forensic Oceanography, 
Martina Pozzan, Yassine Rachidi,  
Oscar Santillán, Jon Sasaki, Erdem 
Taşdelen, Shaheer Zazai
Readers in Residence 
Omar Berrada, Faye Driscoll,  
Dina Georgis, Laurie Kang,  
Jessica Karuhanga, Xuan Ye,  
Bruno Alves de Almeida
Blackwood Gallery, 2020 – 2021

 

S H O R T L I S T
Drift:  
Art and Dark Matter 
Curator 
Sunny Kerr
Exhibition Designers
Sunny Kerr with assistance  
from Michelle Bunton
Exhibition Coordinator
Leah Cox
Wordmark
Katharina Tauer and Wolfgang Hückel, 
K. Verlag
Gallery Installation Team
Scott Wallis, Mark Birksted,  
Bill Penner, Neil Bettney
Artists
Nadia Lichtig, Josèfa Ntjam,  
Anne Riley, Jol Thoms
Agnes Etherington Art Centre  
in partnership with The Arthur B. 
McDonald Canadian Astroparticle 
Physics Research Institute, S N O L A B , 
Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, 
Carleton University Art Gallery,  
Art Gallery of Sudbury, and  
Art Museum at the University  
of Toronto, 2021

AWARDS WINNERS AND SHORTLIST
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EXHIBITION OF THE YEAR 
BUDGET OVER $20,000

W I N N E R
Deanna Bowen:  
Black Drones in the Hive
Curator 
Crystal Mowry
Exhibition Designer 
Crystal Mowry
Assistant Curator/Registrar
Jennifer Bullock
Curatorial Assistant 
Žana Kozomora
Preparator 
Britt Sostar
Gallery Installation Team 
Britt Sostar, Sarah Kernohan,  
Jennifer Bullock, Žana Kozomora, 
Alexandra Nelson, Nick Breton,  
Joshua Vettivelu
Artists 
Deanna Bowen (with Archer  
Pechawis and selections from 
the K WAG  Permanent collection)
Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery,  
2020 – 2021

 

S H O R T L I S T
Division of Labour
Curator 
Suzanne Carte
Exhibition Designer 
Suzanne Carte
Exhibition Coordinator 
Suzanne Carte
Gallery Installation Team 
Carmen Schroeder, Nick Breton,  
Daniel Joyce, Rollin King, Lexi  
Nelson, Marc Nerbonne, Hitoko  
Okada, Grayson Richards
Artists 
Ro Barragán, Patrick Cruz,  
Atom Cianfarani, Nicolas Fleming, 
Marlene Jess, Lisa Meecham,  
Joaquin Wall, Allyson Viera,  
Shellie Zhang
Contributors to the Artist Material 
Fund: Art Gallery of Hamilton,  
Art Gallery of York University, 
Blackwood Gallery, Cambridge Art 
Galleries | Idea Exchange, Oakville 
Galleries, Kitchener-Waterloo Art 
Gallery, McMaster Museum of Art, 
Ryerson Image Centre, Power Plant 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Art Museum 
at University of Toronto, Art Gallery  
of Mississauga, Onsite Gallery  
at OCAD University, Workers Arts  
and Heritage Centre
Art Gallery of Burlington, 2020
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EXHIBITION OF THE YEAR 
BUDGET UNDER $20,000 

W I N N E R
Piitwewetam:  
Making is Medicine
Curators 
Leanna Marshall, Jean Marshall
Exhibition Designers 
Leanna Marshall, Jean Marshall
Gallery Installation Team 
Damon Dowback, Meaghan Eley, 
Damian Rivers-Moore, Jean Marshall, 
Leanna Marshall
Artists 
Shannon Gustagson, Ryan Gustafson, 
Jade Gustafson, Justine Gustafson
Thunder Bay Art Gallery, 2021

S H O R T L I S T
Erika DeFreitas:  
everything she inspires remains, 
belongs to light 
Curator 
Emily McKibbon
Exhibition Designers 
Erika DeFreitas, Emily McKibbon
Exhibition Coordinator 
Emily McKibbon
Gallery Installation Team 
Andre Beneteau, Michael Farnan,  
Tyler Durbano, Emily McKibbon
Artist 
Erika DeFreitas
MacLaren Art Centre, 2020 – 2021

EXHIBITION OF THE YEAR 
BUDGET UNDER $10,000 

W I N N E R
Luke Parnell:  
Repeat the Chorus Three Times
Curator 
Anik Glaude
Artist 
Luke Parnell
Varley Art Gallery, 2021
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PUBLIC PROGRAM AWARD 

W I N N E R
Running with Concepts:  
The Mediatic Edition
Co-organizers 
Alison Cooley and Fraser McCallum
Artists 
Adwoa Afful, Kristen Bos, Meredith 
Broussard, Anita Say Chan, Beth 
Coleman, Sonia Corrêa, T.L. Cowan  
& Jasmine Rault, Heather Dorries,  
Ellen Graham & John Kim, Rick Harp, 
Shalini Kantayya, Nora N. Khan, Kite, 
Sean Lee, Anita Li, Carol Linnitt,  
Esery Mondesir, Kristine Neglia,  
Pedro Neves Marques, Ogimaa Mikana 
Project (Susan Blight & Hayden King), 
Carmen Papalia, Mike Pepi, Karyn 
Pugliese, Nicky Recollet, Tiara  
Roxanne, Caroline Sinders, Brett  
Story, Lewis Raven Wallace, Bianca 
Wylie. Emily Fitzpatrick, Cassandra 
Gemmell, Kat Germain, Parker Kay, 
Olivia Klevorn, Matthew Ledwidge, 
Jordan Loeppky-Kolesnik, Estraven 
Lupino-Smith, Matt Nish- Lapidus, 
Jennifer Su, Polina Teif, Pegah Vaezi,   
D.T. Cochrane, Emily Doucet, Zinnia 
Naqvi, Aliya Pabani
Blackwood Gallery, 2020 – 2021

S H O R T L I S T
New Impressions:  
High School Juried Exhibition
Head of Education 
Stephanie Porter
Education Coordinator 
Deanna Logan
Artists 
Cassandra Birch, Jaclyn Friend,  
Henry deVries, Savrup Saran,  
Ryley Mitchell, Skylar Smith,  
Joshua Cooke, Ishnoor Kaur,  
Laena Grim, Elle Brown, Harold Oh, 
Nevin Cook, Joel Kurian, Filemena 
McMahon, Renee Elliott, Jessica 
DeGroot, Jordan Ross, Mackenzie 
Vanderklooster, Chloe Skinner,  
Liana LeBlanc, Katherine Pravdin, 
Justin Domagala-Tang, Erica  
Ter Velde, Victoria Gillespie,  
Kaitlyn Clarke (disqualified),  
Britt Rombouts
Woodstock Art Gallery,  
2020 – 2021
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PUBLIC PROGRAM AWARD (con't)

S H O R T L I S T
Art on My Mind:  

“Hope You Relate,” 2020
Collections/Education Assistant 
Allyson Adley
Artists 
Nasim Asgari, Nathan Baya,  
Zakisha Brown, Tracey Kayy, 
NamedTobias, Terence Penny,  
Solitair, Prince John Media, Kibra, 
Veshone, Zeegwon Shilling
Art Gallery of York University, 2020

H O N O U R A B L E  M E N T I O N
AGB Kids’ Variety Show
Associate Educator 
Tara Bursey
Program Assistant 
Melody Moon-Kyoung Cho
Art Gallery of Burlington

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

W I N N E R
Brian Meehan
Executive Director,  
Museum London
Over 26 years of service
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2021 GOG AWARDS SPONSORS

Gold

Platinum

GOG FUNDERS

Bronze

Live Entertainment
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Emcee
Keith Cole

Performance
Bruno Capinan

Zoom Hosts
Miss Marcie
Dawn Owen

Donors
Thank you to all GOG 
Donors! Your donations 
support GOG programs 
like the GOG Awards. 

Find details about GOG’s 
donor program at  
www.canadahelps.org/
en/charities/ontario-
association-of-art-
galleries/

Jurors
Nadia Kurd
Vince Rozario 
Clayton Windatt

Awards Production
Julia Garnet
Jessica Lukas
Kaelan Ryan
Zainub Verjee

Video Director, 
Videography & Editor
Craig Berggold

Typefaces
Effra (Dalton Maag)
Tiempos (Klim  
Type Foundry) 

Design
Donderdag

Printer
Flash Reproductions

2021 GOG AWARDS PRODUCTION

Thank you for your support 
and for joining us on such  
a special night!
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Galeries Ontario / Ontario Galleries 

401 Richmond Street West,  
Suite 395
Toronto, ON M5V 3A8
(416) 598-0714
https://galeries-ontario-galleries.ca/

https://galeries-ontario-galleries.ca/

